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In Peru, indeed, as in Spain and Italy and in Chile, the
religious were to find the open and unaffected piety, the
practical and singularly refined ideal of womanhood, which
engendered, maybe, a certain lack of interest in worldly
careers, but still kept a natural appreciation of all things
literary. Accustomed to view things in the light of
eternity, the people of a Latin country are often ready to
surround monastic life with a radiance which gives them
confidence in religious teachers, and makes them set value
on the seclusion of a nun's life. Moreover, the Peruvians,
descended from the finest flower of Spanish chivalry, had
kept in race and language much that was noblest in the
Golden Age of Spain, so that the whole country, and Lima
in particular, still bore a stamp of lofty spirit and daring
outlook reminiscent of the Court of the Viceroys. Much
ignorance there certainly was among the women, but there
were splendid possibilities. Artistic, intelligent, deeply
religious, and responsive to every noble appeal, the Peruvian
girls, in spite of a natural weakness of constitution fostered
by the climate, soon proved themselves apt subjects for
training.1
The first twenty years of the convent's existence were,
however, years of trouble and slow progress. The war
with Chile was followed by political unrest which rendered
Government support unstable. The boarding and day
schools seem to have been tolerably successful, but the train-
ing college, the chief object of the foundation, suffered
markedly from the social conditions. The college records
1 The annals of the college, especially since 1900, do not make such dreary read-
ing as the accounts of our own training colleges in England at the end of die last
century. Though there were plenty of difficulties there was, apparently, nothing of
the dismal atmosphere which is conveyed, for instance, in the chapter on " The Work
of the Training Colleges, 1860-1900," in R. W. Rich's very able work entitled Tie
Traimngof Teachers & England and Wales during the Nineteenth Century,